
 

  KAHAROA SCHOOL NEWS ~ 26th August 2026 
​
Everyone Belongs 
One of our key phrases that connects our school values into action is ‘Everyone Belongs’.​
I am always encouraged to hear feedback from families who share that their young person 
feels supported and connected at school. Walking about at play time we see beautiful 
examples of students including others, looking after younger students and caring for each 
other.         But what about when things aren’t going well?​
​

Friendship difficulties are also a normal part of growing up. Children are learning how to 
join a game, negotiate different ideas, share resources, cope with disappointment, lead 
sometimes and follow at other times, and recognise how their actions affect others. 

Some of the issues we help children work through can feel 
very significant to them: Who gets the sports gear? Who is 
allowed in the hut? Which team am I on? Why didn't they 
want to play my game? These situations are opportunities 
to teach the skills needed for positive friendships. 

If your child comes home upset, it can help to listen and 
explore before trying to solve the problem. Ask questions 
such as “What happened before that?” “What did you do 
next?” “What do you think they were wanting?” and “What 
could you try tomorrow?” can help build a fuller picture. 

It is also useful to think about what each child brings to the 
interaction. Sometimes another child has behaved poorly. At 
other times there has been a misunderstanding or both children need support to respond differently.​
A powerful question to help children consider is: “How can I be a positive friend to others?” This helps 

them focus on what they can control - how they speak 
to others, whether they include people, how they 
respond to different ideas, and how they put things right 
when they make a mistake. 

Sometimes students say they are ‘bored’ or ‘bullied’ 
when they mean ‘left out’ or someone was ‘unkind’. 
Bullying generally involves repeated harmful behaviour 
and an imbalance of power. Not every disagreement, 
friendship change or occasion of being left out is 
bullying. Using accurate language does not minimise a 
child's feelings. Being left out or spoken to unkindly can 
still really hurt. It simply helps us understand the 
problem and provide the right support. 

Home and School Partnership​
Children will sometimes share different aspects of a situation at home and at school, depending on what has 
stood out to them or what they are thinking about. Talking together helps us build a full picture of what has 
happened and how best to support them and others involved. If there is repeated unkindness, deliberate 
exclusion, intimidation or behaviour that is making your child feel unsafe, we absolutely want to know about it 
so we can work together to support all students as they grow and develop their social skills. 

At playtime we provide a range of activities including sports gear, trampolines, go-karts, loose-parts play and 
hut building. These create different opportunities for children to connect and support tuakana–teina 
relationships. Everyone Belongs doesn't mean children will never disagree. It means each person is valued, 
children are supported to care for and include others, and difficulties are worked through together. 

 



Mid Year Review of Teaching and Learning​
The School Board and School Leadership Team met 
on 22nd of June to review our 2026 goals. 

We have seen strong development of our 
mathematics with the new Maths No Problem 
programme and alignment with the new curriculum. 

Resources continue to be allocated to maximise 
learning opportunities for students.​
​
Mid Year Achievement Data + Attendance 
The 2026 mid-year data shows a positive direction in 
Reading, Writing and Maths. The overall lift from 2025 
to 2026 is small, but it is consistent across all three 
core curriculum areas. This suggests that school-wide 
teaching, assessment and intervention practices are 
making a shift to achievement in the right direction. 

Area 2025 AT 2026 AT Change 
Reading 51% 55% +4% 
Writing 48% 51% +3% 
Maths 54% 57% +3% 

​
Term 2 attendance was at 77% compared to 62% in 
2026 which is a positive shift.​

​
​

Property Projects​
These upcoming holidays we hope to finally have our 
watermains replaced throughout the school. This has 
been 2 years of planning due to frequent burst pipes. 
We also have concreting to connect the pathway up to 
the recent boardwalk construction. The small staff 
carpark at the back of the school will be covered with 
asphalt and the pot holes repaired.  

These are funded by the Ministry of Education and 
are not part of school operational expenses. 

New Staff 
We welcome this term Elizabeth Kennerley who is 
teaching in Rākau Y7/8 class, and Jacqui English 
and Caitlin Davison, two learning assistants now 
supporting learning in the school. 
 

On this page you will find reminders we are required 
to share annually.  
 

Mr Lynden Cook, Principal 

Car Parking and Student Pick-Up 
Parents and the school share responsibility for 
ensuring safety of students to and from school. 
 

Key reminders: 
-​ Students are not allowed to enter the car park 

or cross the road without a parent or 
caregiver. 

-​ Your child/ren can walk to the hall across the 
grass for pick up after school. 

-​ Bus bays should be kept clear of vehicles. 
-​ The staff car park near the green astroturf is 

not available for student pick up. Students 
and parents are not permitted to walk out this 
driveway for pick up or drop off. 

 
If you park in the centre between the entrance and 
exit driveways to the school, you are asked to cross 
the road with your children please as this is a high 
risk area. 
 
Policy “Getting to and from School Safely” can be 
found on our school policy website:  
www.kaharoa.school.nz/schoolinfo/policies-procedures-guidelines  

 

School Community Conduct Expectations 
These policies found on our school docs website 
apply while at Kaharoa School and also for all 
school-related activities and events including student 
sport. We are asked to share them with the 
community annually. 
 

Summary: 
-follow any reasonable instructions from the school 
-comply with New Zealand legislation and regulations 
-treat school staff and other members of the school 
community with respect 
-support student learning 
-take reasonable care of their own health and safety 
-take reasonable care that their behaviour does not 
negatively affect the health and safety of others 
-follow relevant school policies and procedures, 
including but not limited to: 

●​ supporting our inclusive school culture and school 
values 

●​ respecting the privacy of others (e.g. sharing 
images) 

●​ using digital technology and social media safely 
and responsibly 

●​ complying with school expectations about smoking, 
vaping, and using alcohol, drugs, and other harmful 
substances 

●​ protecting school property and resources. 

Regular School Policy Review 
We follow a 3-year review cycle 
to keep policies up to date. 

You can provide content 
feedback to suggest changes to improve the content of 
a policy. You can also provide implementation feedback 
about how the policy is implemented at your school. 

If you’d like to comment on a policy that’s 
not under review, you can use the feedback 
button to send an email to your school. 
 

www.kaharoa.school.nz/schoolinfo/policies-procedures
-guidelines  

https://www.kaharoa.school.nz/schoolinfo/policies-procedures-guidelines
https://www.kaharoa.school.nz/schoolinfo/policies-procedures-guidelines
https://www.kaharoa.school.nz/schoolinfo/policies-procedures-guidelines


 

School Notices: 
 

 

 
Ngongotahā Four Square Fundraising Opportunity! 
We are in the running for a $2000 prize from Four Square Ngongotahā! 
We encourage our community to get behind this initiative by shopping at 
Four Square Ngongotahā. Every $50 spent during August is a token 
that you can allocate towards Kaharoa School winning the prize. 
 
Our Kids Online - Wednesday, 23rd September | 6:30 PM @ 
Rotorua Intermediate 
We all want our school and community to be a safe place for our 
tamariki. But in a rapidly changing digital world, the risks our children 
face online are growing faster, more frequently, and more seriously than 
ever before. That’s why the Rotorua Principal’s Association are bringing 
filmmaker, author, and speaker Rob Cope - producer of the powerful 
documentary Our Kids Online - to Rotorua for a fast-paced, humorous, 
and eye-opening presentation you cannot afford to miss! See our 
website for more details and be in quick to get your tickets. 
 
Is your child well enough to be at school today? 
As you will know, communities across New Zealand are experiencing 
high rates of winter illness. We understand that some parents have 
been finding it tricky to know when their child is well enough to attend 
school and when an unwell child should be at home. Please find 
following some guidance provided by Health New Zealand: How to 
decide if a child is well enough to be at school or early learning – 
Ministry of Education 

What’s on? 

28 August 
Kaharoa Open Day 

Year 7 students from Ngongotaha School 
interested in enrolling for 2027 are ​

attending for an Open Day. 
-and- 

Whole School Assembly, 1:45pm 
Parents and Caregivers are welcome. 

 
7-11 September 

AIMS Games 
Our Kaharoa team will travel to Tauranga for the 

week to compete in AIMS Games. 
 

7 September 
Kaharoa School Board Meeting, 5:30pm 

Parents and caregivers are welcome. 
 

11 September 
Whole School Assembly, 1:45pm 
Parents and caregivers are welcome. 

 
25 September 

Last Day of Term 3 

 

📢  Thank you and Welcome to our newest sponsor - 

HALE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD 
At Hale Construction Services, we take pride in delivering high-quality craftsmanship 
and reliable building solutions tailored to our clients’ needs. 
As a small locally owned and operated building company, we specialise in new builds, 
renovations, alterations, relocatable homes and rural works. With a commitment to 
excellence, attention to detail, and honest communication, we work closely with our 
clients to bring their vision to life while ensuring every project is completed to the 
highest standard. 

Building trust through quality workmanship and dependable service is at the heart of everything we do. 
Contact:  Max Hale, max.hcsltd@gmail.com or phone 0272789054 
Or find us on your socials: @HCS.Ltd (Instagram) & Hale Construction Services (Facebook) 

           
Kaharoa Senior Hockey 2026 Results 
Season finals were held on Friday, 14 August. Both Kaharoa teams had a very successful end to a great season.  The Goal 
Getters achieved 3rd place overall with only one game loss all season. The Strikers achieved 3rd place in their division with 
lots of growth and development seen within the team. With strong dedication and teamwork both teams should be super proud 
of their achievements! 
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Trees for Survival Planting Day - Friday, 21st August 
What a fantastic morning we had for our Trees for Survival planting day! With 
lots of willing hands, we managed to plant nearly 1,000 native plants in around 
two hours – an amazing effort! 

A huge thank you to our parent helpers who helped transport our students to 
and from the farm and got stuck in alongside us with the planting. Your support 
helped make the day such a success. 

It was awesome to see the seedlings we have cared for over the past year 
finally planted in their new home. 

Shortly we’ll receive a new batch of little seedlings that we repot and take care 
of over the 12 months until they are big enough for our next planting in 2027. 
 
 

Community Notices: 

See the “Local Events” page on our website for events and opportunities being offered in our community. This 
might be one-off events, after-school activities, sports, or clubs and groups meeting. Most recent additions include;  
●​ PTA Request for Donations of Weaned Calves for School Fundraiser 
●​ Rotorua Tennis Club’s “Love Tennis” event, Sunday 13 September 
●​ Need some Lunchbox Inspiration? New website with lunchbox ideas, priced before you shop! 
●​ Our Kids Online - parent workshop, Wednesday 23 September 

 

 

 

Please Support Our Sponsors 
Click the logos below for more information about our 

sponsors. 
If you’re interested in becoming a sponsor and advertising 

your business here, please contact 
sarahn@kaharoa.school.nz  
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