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Mathematics at Kaharoa - Building Strong Learners / Ako

Mathematics has been a major focus at Kaharoa this year, and we are seeing some really
positive shifts in both teaching and learning. Alongside the refreshed New Zealand
| Mathematics curriculum, we have introduced Maths No Problem as our school-wide
approach.

There is a lot to feel positive about in mathematics at Kaharoa. Students are talking more
about their thinking, trying different ways to solve problems, explaining their ideas, and
building confidence to tackle challenging learning. At the same time, our teachers are
working hard to strengthen their practice, share ideas, observe one another, and make
sure our mathematics programme is working well for the children in front of them.

Our mathematics programme gives students a clear progression of learning. Students are exploring problems,
using equipment and visual models, talking about different approaches, explaining their reasoning, and
building confidence to work independently.

Teachers are also becoming increasingly responsive in how they use the programme. Sometimes a class
needs to move on. Sometimes students need another

example, more equipment, a different explanation, a chance [ e

to revisit earlier learning, or more time to practise. Good ‘*ﬁ
mathematics teaching is about knowing the difference.

One of the exciting areas we are now developing further is
the idea of richer mathematics learning. At regular points,
classes are creating space to stop introducing new content
and instead revisit ideas, solve richer problems, make
connections between concepts and give students more time &%
to consolidate their understanding. The next step is to &
strengthen not just what students learn, but how they learn.

Ako in Mathematics

This links strongly with one of our school values:
Ako/Learning. We have been asking our students and ourselves a simple question: What does an effective
learner actually do when mathematics gets difficult?

Mathematicians have a go. They try different strategies. They use what they already know. They explain their
thinking. They listen to other ideas. They notice when something has not worked and try something else. They
also learn when to ask for help.

We want our students to think about
What do | already know?

What could | try?

Is there another way?

Who or what could help me?

What did | learn from that mistake?
What will | try next?

That is an important part of growing independence. Rather than
immediately saying “I can't do it", we want students to develop
the confidence to say, “l don’t know how to do this yet, but | know
some things | can try.”

This is the kind of mathematics learning we want at Kaharoa:
children who are curious, willing to have a go, able to persevere, confident enough to ask for help, and proud
of the progress they make.

= M aths’: Curious minds. Brighter futures. | ,* ;"

Our students are thinking, problem-solving, having a go,
X at Ka ha roa and growing in confidence. Ka rawe!

SY E WAKA EKE NOA - WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER. -2& -




School Notices:

Our Kids Online - Wednesday, 23rd September | 6:30 PM @
Rotorua Intermediate

We all want our school and community to be a safe place for our
tamariki. But in a rapidly changing digital world, the risks our children
face online are growing faster, more frequently, and more seriously than
ever before. That's why the Rotorua Principal’'s Association are bringing
filmmaker, author, and speaker Rob Cope - producer of the powerful
documentary Our Kids Online - to Rotorua for a fast-paced, humorous,
and eye-opening presentation you cannot afford to miss! See our
website for more details and be in quick to get your tickets.

Vaccinations & Docking for Ag
Day Lambs & Kids

A big thank you to VetPlus who will be
visiting Kaharoa next Wednesday,
23 September to vaccinate and dock
lambs and kids being raised for Ag Day. They will be here from 3:15pm -
first in, first served.

vet:plus

Beyond Expectation

Wanted by the PTA: Weaned Calves!

The PTA is asking for donations of weaned calves. The calves will be
cared for until they are a good size, then sold as a fundraiser for School.
This has been a very successful fundraiser over the past few years.
They have arranged transport to pick up any donated calves on or
about 1 November. If you, or someone you know, is able to donate a

weaned calf, please contact Ruth at ruthpta@kaharoa.school.nz or

Corrissa at corrissa.a.pta@kaharoa.school.nz.

Term 4 Sports Registrations

Please check your inbox for recent emails sent out regarding Term 4
sports opportunities (8 Sept, 15 Sept). Our registration forms are still
open, but please submit your registrations as soon as possible. We still
have teams that need more players and coaches. Thank you to the
parents who have already volunteered, we look forward to another
fantastic season!

What’s on?

21 September
Whole School Assembly, 1:45pm
Parents and Caregivers are welcome.
23 September

Lamb / Kid Vaccinations & Docking,
3:15pm
-and -
Our Kids Online event, 6:30pm

25 September
Last Day of Term 3

12 October
First Day of Term 4

13 October
Flower Art Day

14 October
Dog Events

15 October
Ribbon Day (Horse / Pony)

16 October
Ag Day (Lambs, Kids & Calves)

Planned activities and events leading up to Ag Day:

Flower Art
Tuesday 18th Ootober

Dogs (Y5-8 students only)
Wednesday 14th Ootober

Students will bring flowers to school for flower
based art. There will be a tour around the
classrooms Wednesday afternoon at 2:15pm to
share completed art.

Leading over an obstacle course; Calling and
obedience; Care and attention

Will require an adult to bring your dog for a set
time and then return home.

Ribbon Day
Thursday 15th Ootober

Lamb, Kid & Galf
Friday 16th October

We plan to hold a Ribbon day with students
bringing their pony/horse. Planning to have on

lead and off lead classes, and care & attention.

The lamb, kid and calf sections are leading, calling
and care & attention.
Note: a ‘kid' is a baby goat...

judges, assisting judges, and the food stall. If you are able to help, email agday@kaharoa.school.nz




>> AIMS Games - Hockey

The Kaharoa AIMS Hockey
team fought hard all week
against very strong
competition to finish 16th ¥
overall in the mixed division of

57 teams from around NZ.

They represented Kaharoa
with pride and determination.
Well done team!

Community Notices:

See the “Local Events” page on our website for events and opportunities being offered in our
community. This might be one-off events, after-school activities, sports, or clubs and groups meeting. Most
recent additions include;

e Our Kids Online - parent workshop, Wednesday 23 September

e Term 3 Holiday Programme being run at Ngongotaha Primary School for ages 5-13

e Opus Orchestra performance - 11 October at the Sir Howard Morrison Centre

e Kaharoa Kokako Trust Pest Control Operation Notification If you have any questions or require any
clarifications, please get in touch with Graeme Young, phone 0274 527 168 or email gdy@outlook.co.nz.

e Need some Lunchbox Inspiration? New website with lunchbox ideas, priced before you shop!

e Earthfest - Free family friendly Earth Science Event coming up in November.

Please Support Our Sponsors
Click the logos below for more information about our
I sponsors. ’ | Sha e
If you’re interested in becoming a sponsor and advertising — H,g 0O Hrr? es
HALE CONSTRUCTION your business here, please contact JITISS
SERVICES LTD sarahn@kaharoa.school.nz
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Kaharoa School Events Fridge Poster
- Term 4, 2026 -

Tuesday, 13 October

Wednesday, 14 October
Thursday, 15 October
Friday, 16 October

Monday, 19 October
Tuesday, 20 October

Friday, 23 October

Monday, 26 October
Friday, 30 October
Monday, 2 November

2-6 November
Thursday, 5 November
Friday, 6 November

Tuesday, 10 November

Friday, 13 November

Thursday, 3 December

Monday, 7 December

Thursday, 10 December

Monday, 14 December
Tuesday, 15 December

Flower Art
Students will bring flowers to school for flower based art. There will be a tour
around the classrooms at 2:15pm to share completed art. Parents are welcome.

Dog Event
Registered students will bring their dog to compete in various events.

Ribbon Day (Ponies/Horses)
Registered students will bring their pony/horse to compete in various events.

Ag Day
Students bring their lamb, calf, or kid(goat) for this event.
School Photos

Vision & Hearing Testing
Vision and Hearing technicians will carry out testing for our Year 7 students and
any others who have previously missed this testing.

Group Day
For students with lamb, calf, kid entries - following Ag Day.

Labour Day Holiday
Kaharoa School Athletics Day

Kaharoa School Board Meeting
Parents and caregivers are welcome fo attend.

Marae Trip & Camp Week
No Manual at WHHS today for Year 7/8s

Gumboot Day
Bring a gold coin donation for youth mental health.

Sports Team Photos

Teacher Only Day
This TOD means an additional day is added to the school opening dates at the end
of the year.

CBOP Athletics Day (TBC)
Qualifying students will attend CBOP Athletics.

Last Manual at WHHS for Year 7/8s

Kaharoa School Board Meeting
Parents and caregivers are welcome to attend.

Celebration of Learning, 3-5:45pm

Parents are invited to celebrate the learning of their child(ren) over the year.
Your child(ren) will take you on a learning four of their work.

Sports Prizegiving, 6-7:30pm

All students that played sports in 2026 will be acknowledged. All team members,
coaches, and managers asked to please attend.

End of year reports due to go home

Year 8 Graduation & Prizegiving 1-3pm
Parents and caregivers are welcome to attend.




